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What Are Employability Skills?

One of three sets of skills critical to workplace success

Often described as skills that won’t get you hired, but 
can help keep you from getting fired.



EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS FRAMEWORK

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov 

http://cte.ed.gov/


Employability Skills Framework

• Applied Knowledge
 Integration of academic and technical skills

• Effective Relationships
 Interpersonal skills and personal qualities 

• Workplace Skills
 Analytic and organizational skills and understanding required to 

perform work tasks



http://cte.ed.gov
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http://cte.ed.gov




Resources for Educators

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov  

http://cte.ed.gov/


Resources for Employers

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov  

http://cte.ed.gov/


Resources for Policymakers

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov  

http://cte.ed.gov/


Assessment comparison tool

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov  

http://cte.ed.gov/


Employability Skills Lesson Planning 
Checklist: by audience

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. http://cte.ed.gov  

http://cte.ed.gov/


http://www.ccrscenter.org

http://www.ccrscenter.org


Discussion Topic



Using Employability Skills

How can the Framework be used to better integrate 
employability skills into programs of study?

• What opportunities do you see?

• What challenges do you face?

• What supports will you need?



Get Involved!



Get Involved

• Join our community and share employability skills 
examples and resources

• See announcements from OCTAE at PCRN: 
http://cte.ed.gov

• Share the Employability Skills Framework and its 
resources with your colleagues 
http://cte.ed.gov/employabilityskills

http://cte.ed.gov/
http://cte.ed.gov/employabilityskills


Thank You!

Questions?  

Email: Robin.Utz@ed.gov

or employabilityskills@cte.ed.gov

Website: http://cte.ed.gov

mailto:Robin.Utz@ed.gov
mailto:employabilityskills@cte.ed.gov
http://cte.ed.gov/
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