Definitions of FA

This first definition is from David Rosen:

A formative learning assessment provides feedback, for a teacher/tutor and learner, on the learner’s progress. Its purpose is to guide instruction or learning decisions for that learner, to improve learning progress and/or to help understand — as part of the learning process -- what has been mastered and what has not — and what needs attention (a different kind of explanation, more practice, prerequisite skills that were mistakenly assumed, etc.) in order to improve learning progress.

Key elements of this definition include:
· The learner is participating in a learning process of some kind (e.g. a course, module, workshop, etc.)
· The learning process has intended learning outcomes, objectives or competencies
· There is feedback, during the learning process, on how the learner is doing, on her/his progress in attaining the intended learning outcomes, objectives or competencies
· The feedback is used by a teacher/tutor and/or learner to make decisions to improve learning
**********

This excerpt including a definition is from:  

Inside the Black Box:  Raising Standards Through Classroom Assessment 
by Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam
https://weaeducation.typepad.co.uk/files/blackbox-1.pdf  

We start from the self-evident proposition that teaching and learning have to be interactive. Teachers need to know about their pupils’ progress and difficulties with learning so that BERA short Final Draft 2 November 6, 2001 they can adapt their work to meet their needs—needs which are often unpredictable and which vary from one pupil to another. Teachers can find out what they need in a variety of ways — from observation and discussion in the classroom, and from written work of pupils whether done as homework or in class. 

In this paper, the term ‘assessment’ refers to all those activities undertaken by teachers, and by their students in assessing themselves, which provide information to be used as feedback to modify the teaching and learning activities in which they are engaged. Such assessment becomes ‘formative assessment’ when the evidence is actually used to adapt the teaching work to meet the needs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is nothing new about this. All teachers make assessments in every class they teach. (pp. 1-2)
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